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Playoffs Start Tonight
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Alumni C vs. Honeywell/KSF

Round 1 of the LIICL playoffs will
feature the match-up of the eighth and ninth
place teams for the right to advance into the
quarterfinals.  Based upon a reversal of colors
when they met back in Round 1 of the regular
season, Honeywell/KSF will have white on
board 1.  That match was taken by Honeywell/
KSF and on that basis they enjoy tie-break
odds in their playoff contest.  If the match
ends in a tie (2-2, 1.5-1.5, etc.), Honeywell/KSF
will advance to meet regular season cham-
pion, LSF in the next round on April 13th.  The
losing team in Round 1 will be eliminated from
further match play.  The members of that team,
as well as of any other team that does not sit
for a playoff match, can participate in the
Individual Swiss.  The first round of the
Individual Swiss also commences on March
23.   The Swiss runs concurrently with the
match playoffs and has its final and fifth
round on May 18th.

The remaining quarterfinal matches
scheduled for April 13th are already deter-
mined - EDO (W) vs. CCC (B), Alumni D (W)
vs. PRA (B) and NGC (W) vs. Alumni E (B).
The tie-break odds in those matches belong
to CCC, PRA and NGC respectively.  This year

the losing teams as well as the winning teams
in the quarterfinals will participate in match
play throughout the playoffs.  Instead of
having their teams eliminated, the losers will
enter a consolation bracket.  In this way, all
teams will eventually have a unique placing
determined by over-the-board results rather
than tie-breaks.  It will also greatly limit the
number of players who need to be paired for
the Swiss.  That will reduce noise and confu-
sion in the playing hall.

Support Our Guys

Check your calendars and set aside
Saturday, March 24th to log on to the ICC
website.  That is the day that USAT East
champs Beavis and Butt-Vinnik will vie for the
National team championship against the win-
ners of the West, South and Mid-West edi-
tions of this tournament.

As was reported in the previous
newsletter, the representative champions from
the East include Nick Panico, James Critelli
and Alan Kantor.  All are currently LIICL
members or are alumni.

The format for this is an elimination
where each team plays a semifinal match via
the Internet.  The two winning teams then will
meet for the championship.  Consult with ICC
for the exact time.  You can log on to:

www.chessclub.com

in order to set up an account.  You will need
to be an ICC member to participate in play or
to watch such events.  However you can sign-
up for a free 7-day trial.   If you do not care to
continue after that period, it costs you noth-
ing.  We wish our fellow chessmates good
luck and good chess!

Playoff Ratings in Effect

Page 4 contains a complete listing of
those eligible to participate in this year's
playoffs along with their new Playoff ratings.
The ratings are reflective of results during
rounds seven through twelve of the regular
season.

All Captains should check to make
sure that players sit in the correct board order
which in some cases has changed from the
regular season.  Failure to do so may result in
at least one forfeit and almost certain loss of
any playoff match.
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LIICL Directory
September 14, 2006

Name Function Telephone E-mail

Alikakos, George EDO, Captain 718-836-1250 (H) george.alikakos@edocorp.com

631-630-5343 (W)

Berg, George Northrop Grumman, Captain 516-346-9111 (W) george.berg@ngc.com

516-938-5370 (H)

Celaru, Adrian Alumni E, Captain acelaru@veeco.com

Dwulit, Jim Photon Research Assocs., Captain 631-467-7565 (H) dwulit@photon.com

631-331-6482 (W)

Kingsley, John Alumni C, Captain 631-591-2661 (H) JKingsley@msn.com

Montenero, Paul Clear-Cut Computing, Captain 516-845-4081 (W) clearcut@mindspring.com

Treasurer, LIICL

Ogen, Thomas Honeywell/KSF, Captain 718-446-5443 (H) Tom_Ogen@ademco.com

516-921-6704 x2880 (W)

Pappaceno, Mike Rules Director, LIICL MPappaceno@aol.com

Rizzo, Robert Editor, League Leader 516-575-2306 (W) robert.rizzo@ngc.com

516-378-1342 (H) rrizknight@juno.com

Romero, Steve President, LIICL (631) 421-1468 (H)

(631) 897-4161 (C)

Rusch, Ed Alumni D, Captain 516-735-0417 (H)

Standing, Robert LSF, Captain 631-271-6120 (H)

631-697-9846 (C)

Huntington Library Playing Site 631-427-5165

LIICL Board of Directors www.liicl.com
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Playoff Ratings are published above.  These new ratings apply for determination of each team’s board order for the post-season.
If a player remains unrated, that player should be placed so that the relative rating position from the regular season does not change in relation
to that player’s teammates.  If two players on the same team have identical ratings, they may be seated in the order of their captain’s discretion.
However, once that order is established, it cannot be changed.  The new ratings will also be used to determine pairings for the Individual
Swiss Tournament which runs concurrently with the team playoffs.  Normal Swiss pairings will apply for players not participating in a team
match with the exception that teammates will be restricted from facing each other in the first three rounds.
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Clear Cut Ends Season on a High  by Paul Montenero

The Clear-Cut Computing team
ended their regular season with a victory over
1st place LSF, 2.5-1.5. 

I hate to point this out, but for the
second straight match, Rich Viale was first to
finish...and lose his game to Bob Standing. 
Bob is +7-0=0  for the season so far!  He may
wrapped up the Class B title. 
 Terry Lamb’s game with Dave Leone
ended next as they drew.  Terry felt Dave had
the upper hand and should have pressed on.

I finished next with a victory over a
returning LIICL member, Paul Wiimott - a long
fought battle, where I offered a draw after my
29th move.  The game is attached, complete
with my annotations.  I got to play a rare
Benko Gambit Declined, a favorite opening
against d4.  Willmott moves swiftly, using
little of his clock time.

When Mike Dorsky asked me how I
did and when I told him I won, he realized the
fate of the match was on his shoulders.  The
score was 1.5-1.5 with three games complete. 
Dorsky, playing the black pieces, was down
a minor piece to two pawns against Sal Celauro,
but white’s king was exposed.  As spectators,
Lamb and Viale were claiming that Mike had
the game swiftly won with a simple combina-
tion, but being down on time 28 minutes to 18,
Mike didn’t see the same plan.  We’ll never
know for sure unless Mike gives me a copy of
the game.  Several moves after the position
that drew so much interest, Mike traded a rook
for a queen, and proceeded to use the queen
to eat up pieces with clever forking checks. 
With each side having less than 5 minutes left,
white resigned.

Whether this moves us up in the
standings is uncertain.  PRA played Alumni-
E tonight and although I didn’t see the final
score, I suspect they did well.  We may have
pulled LSF out of first place and allowed idle
NGC to swing back into first place. (They did
but LSF regained first in Round 12 - Ed.)  One
thing is certain, we just made the battle of the
top four teams a bit tighter.

We had a Bye for the last round of
the season on 3/9.  According to the sched-
ule, we do not play a match until round 2 of the
playoffs on 4/13.  That’s a month-and-a-half
off!  I hope we don’t get stale!!!   My game
against Willmott follows:
[Event “LIICL”]
[Site “Huntington,NY”]
[Date “2007.02.23”]
[Round “11”]
[White “Willmott, Paul”]
[Black “Montenero, Paul J.”]

w________w
[rdb1w4kd]
[0wdn0pgp]
[wdw0wdpd]
[dw0Pdwdw]
[w0PdPdnd]
[dPdwdNdw]
[PGwHB)P)]
[$wdQdRIw]
  --------

w________w
[w4wdwdwd]
[drdb0wdw]
[wdw0wdpd]
[$P0Pipdp]
[wdBdPdwd]
[dwdwdPdP]
[wdwdwIPd]
[dRdwdwdw]
  --------

w________w
[wdwdwdw$]
[dwdwdkdw]
[b4w0wdwd]
[dw0Pdw0w]
[wdwdP0w0]
[dBIwdPdP]
[wdwdwdPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
  --------w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwiwdw]
[w4B0Rdwd]
[dw0Pdw0w]
[wdwdP0w0]
[dwIwdPdP]
[wdwdwdbd]
[dwdwdwdw]
  --------

w________w
[wdwdkdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw$]
[dw0P)wdw]
[wdwdw0pd]
[dwIwdPdp]
[wdwdwdbd]
[dwdwdwdw]
  --------

[ECO “A57”]
[Annotator “Montenero,Paul J.”]

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 c5 3. d5 b5 4. b3 b4 5. Bb2 g6 6.
e4 d6 7. Nf3 Bg7 8. Nbd2 O-O 9. Be2 Nbd7 10.
O-O Ng4

{I wanted to trade my bad bishop for his good
one...white initiated the exchange.} 11. Bxg7
Kxg7 12. a3 Qb6 13. axb4 Qxb4 14. Ra4 Qc3 15.
Qa1 {Forces the trade of Queens and white
will create a strong doubling of his rooks.}
15... Qxa1 16. Rfxa1 a6 17. h3 Nge5 18. Nxe5
Nxe5 19. Nf3 Nxf3+ 20. Bxf3 h5 21. Be2 Rb8 22.
Rb1 Rd8 23. b4 Rd7 24. b5 axb5 25. cxb5 Rdb7
26. Bc4 Bd7 27. Ra5 f5 28. f3 Kf6 29. Kf2 Ke5

{At this point I offer a draw, which white
declines.} 30. Ke3 f4+ 31. Kd3 g5 32. Rb2 Rb6
{At this point I wanted to prove the position
drawn and simply shuttle my forward rook up
and down...but white finds a way to open the
flank up a bit.} 33. Rb3 R6b7 34. Kc3 Rb6 35.
Ra6 R6b7 36. b6 Bc8 37. Ra7 Rxb6 38. Rxe7+ Kf6
39. Re8 Rxb3+ 40. Bxb3 Kf7 41. Rh8 h4 42. Rh6
Rb6 43. Rh8 Ba6

{see diagram at top of next column}
{now I can get my black bishop behind enemy
lines where it can do some damage.} 44. Ba4
 Bf1 45. Be8+ Kg7 46. Rh5 Kf6 47. Rh6+ Ke7 48.

Bc6 Bxg2 49. Re6+

49... Kf7 {perhaps I could have found a better
way to save my rook, but I wanted to clear a
pawn for promotion.} 50. Rxd6 Bxh3 51. Be8+
Kxe8 52. Rxb6 Bg2 53. e5 h3 54. Rh6 g4

{To foil the rook and queen a pawn, I sac’d the
g-pawn to creat two passed pawns on the 6th
rank!} 55. fxg4 f3 56. Kd2 f2 57. Rh8+ Kf7
{Wrong direction; this gives black the ability
to advance the pawn with a check.} (57... Kd7
58. e6+ Kd6 59. Rd8+ Ke7 60. Rd7+ Ke8 61. Rf7
f1=Q 62. Rxf1 Bxf1) 58. e6+ Ke7 59. Rh7+ Kd6
60. e7 Kd7 61. Rf7 f1=Q 62. Rxf1 Bxf1 63. Ke1
h2 64. Kxf1 h1=Q+ 65. Kf2 Kxe7 0-1



Page  6 March 23, 2007The League Leader, Vol. XVII, No. 13



Page  7 March 23, 2007The League Leader, Vol. XVII, No. 13

Class D Winner - Walter Thomas of Alumni E

Class C Winner - Matt Insogna of Honeywell/KSF

Class B Winner and Most Improved Player -
Bob Standing of Life Service Foundation
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The USA team participating in the
qualifying round of the XVII Correspondence
Chess Olympiad is in the thick of the battle
with three-quarters of the games having
reached conclusion.  The top two teams of the
ten in Section III will advance to the finals.
Presently Switzerland is in first place with +9
and a scoring percentage of 62.5%.  The USA
team (which includes LIICL members Keith
Rodriguez and Bob Rizzo) is in second +9,
60.7%.  Scarcely behind is England at +8,
60.5%.  The only other team with a chance to
finish first or second is Slovakia +7, 58.5%.

The pre-tournament favorites were
Switzerland and England with each team rated
at 2527.  Slovakia was next at 2489 while the
USA was fourth at 2448.  An analysis of the
games remaining reveals that the USA has a
legitimate shot at beating out both England
and Slovakia for second.  Further develop-
ments will be reported as the tournament
winds down.

The following game from this tour-
nament is the contest between Bob Rizzo and
an English Senior International Master rated

2539.  Black infiltrates Bob’s back ranks with
his Queen but Bob just manages to find a way
to hold his position together and earn the
draw.

[White: “Rizzo,Robert (USA)”]
[WhiteElo: “2419”]
[Black: “Kitson,Keith (ENG)”]
[BlackElo: “2539”]
[ECOOpening: “B90”]
[Tournament: “XVII Olympiad Preliminary”]
[Location: “ICCF Webserver”]
[StartDate: “01.10.2006”]
[Result: ‘½”]
[Plies: “69”]

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6
6.Be3 e5 7.Nb3 Be6 8.f3 Be7 9.Qd2 h5 10.Be2
Nbd7 11.Nd5 Nxd5 12.exd5 Bf5 13.0–0 0–0
14.f4 exf4 15.Bxf4 Bg6 16.Bd3 Ne5 17.Bxg6
Nxg6 18.Be3 Bf6 19.Bd4 Bxd4+ 20.Nxd4 Qb6
21.c3 Rae8 22.Qf2 Qc7 23.Rad1 Re5 24.Nf3 Rf5
25.Qd4 Re8 26.Rde1 Ne5 27.Nd2 Rxf1+ 28.Kxf1
Qd7 29.b3 Qf5+ 30.Kg1 Qc2 31.a4 f5 32.c4 Re7
33.h3 a5 34.Kh1 b6 35.Rf1 ½–½

Submit Your Best Game!

Effective immediately a new policy
is in effect which governs how games must be
submitted for consideration for the Best Game
and Best Combination prizes.  All such games
with comments must be submitted in .pgn
format.  The address to which you must mail
your entry is:   webmaster@liicl.com   No other
entries will be considered.  You can send in the
games without annotations but then you risk
that the evaluation committee may miss the
point!  Your entry must include in the title
whether it is being submitted for Best Game,
Best Combination or Both.  The games will
then be  viewable on the website.  Just click on
the “LIICL Games” link and you will be brought
to the games viewer that has been set up by
Jim Dwulit.  Any game played under the
auspices of LIICL play is eligible for either of
these Ronnie Awards.  That includes all regu-
lar season games, non-scheduled, rated games
played during the season, all playoff games
and all Individual Tournament games through
Round 5.  The deadline for submitting is
Midnight, May 20th.  So there is still time for to
create, annotate and submit that brilliancy.

Olympiad XVII Qualifier
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2006-2007 LIICL Playoff Brackets
Round 1 - March 23 Round 2 - April 13 Round 3 - April 20 Round 4 - May 4

9

winner 8/9

8 winner of A

1
winner of E

4

winner of D

5
winner finishes first

6 loser finished second

winner of C

3
winner of F

2

winner of B

7

loser of E

winner finishes third
loser finishes fourth

loser of F

loser of A

winner of H

loser of D
winner finishes fifth

loser of C loser finishes sixth

winner of I

loser of B

loser of H

winner finishes seventh
loser finishes eighth

loser of I

Complete Bracketology

As promised in a prior newsletter, we have at-
tempted to clear up the complexities of the amended LIICL
playoff system.  As the brackets on this page shows, each
match to be played has been assigned a letter.  In round
1, match “P” will pit the eighth and ninth place finishers in
the play-in contest to enter the quarterfinals.  The winner
advances to match “A” and the loser is now free to enter
the Individual Tournament which is held concurrently
with the playoff rounds.  In round 2 the four quarterfinal
(“A”, “B”, “C” and “D”) matches will be held.  The four
winners advance to the semis in matches “E” and “F”.  The
four losing teams will play in the bottom brackets shows
as matches “H” and “I”.  In the semifinals, round 3, the
winners of “E” and “F” will advance to match “G”, for the
Championship.  The losers will then play each other in
match “J” for third place overall.  The winners of matches
“H” and “I” will face each other in match “K” on finals
night (round 4) with the winner taking fifth place.  The
losers of matches “H” and “I” will play in match “L” for
seventh place.  As always, those players who are alter-
nates for their teams and are not participating in the team
matches, may sign up for the Individual Swiss Tourna-
ment.  All games in match play will double as Individual
contest games.  Round 5 is the Individual Swiss final round
and all players who show will be paired per Swiss tourna-
ment rules.

C

P

D

A

B

E

H

G

F

L

K

J

I

Alumni C (B)

Hon/KSF (W)

LSF (TBD)

CCC (B)

EDO (W)

Alumni D (W)

PRA (B)

NGC (W)

Alumni E (B)

The team in Bold has Tie Break Odds
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2006-2007 LIICL Regular Season Schedule, Rev. E
2/22/07

Starting time for the regular season is 6:50 PM.  Time control is game/85+5 or game/90.

Round 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Date 15-Sep 29-Sep 13-Oct 27-Oct 10-Nov 01-Dec 05-Jan 19-Jan 02-Feb 09-Feb 23-Feb 09-Mar
Location LIB LIB LIB LIB LIB LIB LIB LIB LIB LIB LIB LIB

1 AluE 8 W 2 W 4 B BYE 2 B D 9 B 3 B 5 W C BYE 7 B D 6 W S 4 W

2 AluD 7 W C 1 B 3 W 9 W S 1 W 8 B BYE 4 B D 5 B D 6 B 5 W BYE

3 EDO 6 W 9 B D 2 B S 8 W BYE 7 B 1 W C BYE 8 B 5 B 4 W 7 W D

4 AluC 5 W 8 B S 1 W 7 W BYE 6 B C 9 W D 2 W S 9 B BYE 3 B 1 B

5 Hon/KSF 4 B S 7 B C 9 B 6 W 9 W BYE 8 W 1 B 2 W S 3 W 2 B D BYE

6 PRA 3 B BYE 8 B 5 B C 7 B C 4 W D BYE 9 W 7 W S 2 W 1 B 8 W

7 LSF 2 B 5 W BYE 4 B D 6 W S 3 W BYE 8 W 6 B 1 W 9 B C 3 B S

8 NGC 1 B D 4 W 6 W C 3 B BYE 2 W 5 B 7 B 3 W 9 W S BYE 6 B C

9 CCC BYE 3 W 5 W D 2 B 5 B 1 W S 4 B 6 B 4 W C 8 B C 7 W BYE

Playoffs: Round 1: 23-Mar Quarters: 13-Apr Semis: 20-Apr Finals: 04-May Individual Final: 18-May
LIB LIB LIB LIB LIB

Events: All-Star Match: TBD Charity Blitz:TBD GM Simul: TBD Awards Evening: 01-Jun
TBD TBD TBD LIB

Key:    D = Director CCH = The Congregational Church of Huntington  W = White on Board 1
   S = Secondary Director LIB = Huntington Library   B = Black on Board 1
   C = Coffee Duty ENL = East Northport Library TBD = To Be Determined




